#SoaringtoSuccess
Making An Impact
By expanding the definition of victims,
we can increase public safety and foster
positive change in the Macon Judicial
Circuit. Together with our community
and civic partners we can work
collectively to meet the needs of our
youth. You can be a part of the solution
by supporting the R.I.S.E. initiative
through referrals and by sharing
information within your community.

Anita Howard is the District Attorney for the
Macon Judicial Circuit. Her commitment to
Changing the Face of Justice includes our
youth and young adults. Her office is
broadening the definition of victims so that
in protecting the vulnerable we make our
communities safer.
Have a Referral or are interested
in being a Partner for R.I.S.E.

Contact:

478-245-6926
www.maconjudicialcircuitda.com

jgrissom@maconbibb.us

Restoring Inspiration
by
Success in Education

Restoring Inspiration by

Victims Beyond the Case

Success in Education

R.I.S.E. is a new initiative created by the
District Attorney's office to focus on moving
children up to 17 years old, away from the
criminal justice system. R.I.S.E. will examine
the behavioral effects of secondary
victimization and exposure to violence. R.I.S.E.
will use trauma, criminogenic and clinical
screening and assessment tools to implement
concise, targeted services to our youth and
their families. Together we will strengthen
and support families in our communities.
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R.I.S.E. focuses on concise and targeted service
delivery to increase Public Safety for all
communities. In order to accomplish this goal,
trauma, criminogenic, and mental health
assessments will be conducted prior to each
child's review by the Fast Track panel. This panel
is comprised of community, civic and mental
health professionals who evaluate the
information and set a course of action for the
success of our youth. With our community
partners, and grant, and forfeiture funds, we are
able to provide services at no cost to the youth
and their families. Once a service plan is in place
the R.I.S.E. team will continue to review the case
for changes and adaptations to ensure success for
our youth and to increase public safety in our
community.

Homicide is the third leading cause of death for
young people ages 10-24 and the leading cause of
death for non-Hispanic Black or African
American youth. Youth violence is a serious
public health problem and an adverse childhood
experience (ACE) can have a long-term impact on
health and wellbeing. Other ACE's include, but
are not limited to: witnessing violence,
experiencing violence, abuse, neglect, or having a
close friend or family member die, especially
from crimes of violence.
Toxic stress from ACE's can change brain
development and affect how the body responds at
all levels. ACE's are linked to chronic health
problems, mental illness, and substance abuse in
adulthood. There are a number of factors that
may increase or decrease the risk of youth
experiencing or perpetrating violence. Through
the R.I.S.E. initiative, we can intervene to lessen
harm and prevent future risks to our youth that
will aid in increasing public safety for our
community.

